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SUBJECT: Community Opinion on a Rice Lake Connector Project 

RECOMMENDATION: 

CAO 

THAT, pursuant to section 83 of the Community Charter, Council seek community opinion on 
whether or not to pursue a Rice Lake Connector Project; 

AND THAT such community opinion be obtained in conjunction with the October 17, 2026 
general local election; 

AND THAT the results of this process be non-binding on Council; 

AND THAT staff be directed to report back to Council with proposed wording for a community 
opinion question to determine elector support for this project; 

AND THAT Council affirm that advancing consideration of a new connection between Upper 
Lynn Valley and Inter River, informed by the results of this community opinion process, be 
identified as a priority for the incoming Council to advance during the 2027-2031 Council 
term through the Community Transportation Plan. 

SUMMARY: 
Through this report, I am asking Council to seek community opinion, pursuant to section 83 
of the Community Charter, on whether or not to pursue a Rice Lake Connector Project or 
similar crossing. I am also recommending that staff be directed to prepare proposed wording 
for a community opinion question to be included on the 2026 general local election ballot. A 
non-binding public opinion question would give this Council, and the incoming Council, 
valuable direction to inform any future consideration of the project. 

PURPOSE: 
Recognizing the well-documented traffic challenges in the lronworkers Memorial bridgehead 
area, I am bringing forward a proposal to add a referendum question to the 2026 general 
election ballot seeking the public's support for the possibility of connecting the Upper Lynn 
Valley area with the Inter-River community through a new bridge over Lynn Creek at or 
around Dempsey Road and Rice Lake Road, together with the necessary supporting road 
infrastructure. My intent is to give residents a direct voice in whether this potential connection 
should be carried forward as a priority by the next Council. 
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