




From:                                         Thomas, Kelly <KThomas@BakerRisk.com>
Sent:                                           June 12, 2026 9:31 AM
To:                                               DNV Input
Cc:                                               Ritchey, Bryan; Jonsson, Amy
Subject:                                     Submitted for Public Record for June 16 Hearing (BakerRisk)
Attachments:                          2026 DNV Hearing Slides (BakerRisk).pptx; Thomas (Kelly) Resume Profile.pdf
 

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you trust the sender and content.

To Whom It May Concern,
 
My name is Kelly Thomas, and I work at BakerRisk (www.BakerRisk.com). This email is to transmit a PowerPoint
file (4 slides) to be part of the public record for the June 16 hearing regarding Chemtrade. I have also included my
resume as an attachment to this email.
 
Regards,
Kelly

J. Kelly Thomas, PhD
Vice President & Blast Effects Section Manager | BakerRisk

KThomas@BakerRisk.com |  (210) 721-7255 |
3330 Oakwell Ct., Suite 100, San Antonio, Texas 78218
 

https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com?d=bakerrisk.com&u=d3d3LkJha2VyUmlzay5jb20=&i=Njk4M2U3ZWVmYTExYjEzMzU2ZTI4YjU3&t=WUlGeHRBZEJxZk5PRHdMN0pxSVhCVnhEUDFRUkF4eHEyR3ZKL0duZkg1WT0=&h=169ba6a38774451ab47f34dfa09f8c79&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVb3DOJySCLTjAmcm91Xk46W-j7QWuKF-aftuTFDr05fRQ
https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com?d=bakerrisk.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmFrZXJyaXNrLmNvbS8_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1FbWFpbCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPXNpZ25hdHVyZSZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249UTEtMjAyNA==&i=Njk4M2U3ZWVmYTExYjEzMzU2ZTI4YjU3&t=clNRTWVWOXdJdFlnNkRPMGNrV0lJNzgwWnByVTVydW5YZUFWdkJYOW1Icz0=&h=169ba6a38774451ab47f34dfa09f8c79&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVb3DOJySCLTjAmcm91Xk46W-j7QWuKF-aftuTFDr05fRQ
mailto:KThomas@BakerRisk.com


J. Kelly Thomas, Ph.D.

DNV COUNCIL HEARING

Submitted for Public Record for June 16 Hearing (BakerRisk)->2026 DNV Hearing Slides (BakerRisk).pptx
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• Chlorine release from railcars stored in railyard could be caused by 
a collision, impact, or mechanical failure

o Up to 32 full rail cars may be in the railyard

o Empty rail car could have residual inventory, but expect that release would be gas-
phase, and hence not a significant risk contributor

o Railcar derailment often does not result in a release

▪ Derailment history (2015 – 2024) indicates material released from damaged or derailed car 
carrying hazardous material in approximately 2% of incidents

▪ US Department of Transportation study: https://data.transportation.gov/stories/s/v2un-y5se 

o Hazardous material railcars are inspected regularly for mechanical issues.

o Chlorine railcars have connections only on car top, guarded by a protective dome

o Release rate employed in QRA did not credit enhanced safety features required in 
newer rail cars

RAIL CAR RELEASES

https://data.transportation.gov/stories/s/v2un-y5se
https://data.transportation.gov/stories/s/v2un-y5se
https://data.transportation.gov/stories/s/v2un-y5se
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• Plant process structures designed per 2024 British Columbia Building Code

o Seismic event with frequency once per 2,500 years

o Seismic failure generally associated with piping, and is addressed through design, 
engineering, and a thorough inspection program

▪ Piping and equipment handling liquid chlorine housed within building built to BC Building Code 

▪ Selected chlorine piping is double walled, with purge and gas detection in annular space between 
inner and outer pipe

o Additional layer of protection to be provided by automatic isolation valves

• Expected impact on railcars

o Require greater than design basis earthquake to displace railcar

o Railcar displacement similar to a low-speed derailment, which has a low probability of 
causing a release

▪ Access opening only on top of rail car, guarded by a protective dome

▪ Historical data indicates low likelihood of material release

EARTHQUAKE IMPACTS





 

J. KELLY THOMAS, Ph.D. 

Vice President/Director of Blast Effects 
Senior Principal Consultant 

 

B.S., Nuclear Engineering, Texas A&M University 

M.S., Nuclear Engineering, Texas A&M University 

Ph.D., Nuclear Engineering, Texas A&M University 

Areas of Practice 
Dr. Thomas’ primary technical focus is on the development and application of empirical, analytical, and numerical models for the 
characterization of flammability and explosion phenomena.  He also actively participates in the investigation of accidental industrial 
explosions, explosion consequence assessments, and testing.  He has led explosion consequence assessments for refineries, 
chemical processing plants, offshore oil production platforms, other industrial facilities, and U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) sites.  
Dr. Thomas has been involved with testing projects that include large-scale vapor cloud explosions, vented deflagrations, response 
of equipment to internal explosions, and gas mixing within enclosures.  Dr. Thomas has numerous publications and conference 
presentations related to these topics. 

Experience 

• Active in the development of explosion blast load prediction methods (vapor cloud explosions, vented deflagrations, bursting 
pressure vessels, and dust explosions), including the potential for deflagration-to-detonation transition (DDT).  Dr. Thomas 
also developed numerous methods to calculate the potential for and consequences of gas-phase explosions involving 
radioactive liquid waste storage transport and processing facilities (flammability criteria, peak deflagration pressure, 
deflagration source terms, potential for detonation, combustible gas transport, and mixing in storage tanks and process 
vessels). 

• Actively engaged in the investigation of accidental explosions at industrial facilities.  Dr. Thomas’s experience in this area 
includes field work, supporting analysis and testing, cause and origin investigation, root cause analysis, and litigation support. 

• Developed and taught courses on explosion blast load prediction and explosion source term modeling.  Served on several 
expert panels examining flammable gas issues at the DOE Hanford site, served on a panel that defined methodologies for 
explosion-related phenomena to be used within the DOE complex, and wrote the explosion phenomena section for the DOE 
Savannah River Site methodology manual.  Serves on the NFPA Explosion Protection Systems Committee.  

• While at Savannah River, Dr. Thomas developed specifications for waste tank backup inerting and waste drum purge venting 
systems; developed operating parameter envelopes used to govern startup and test operations, and participated in the 
development of plant control and safety strategies, for radioactive liquid waste processing facilities; and participated in the 
development of vessel ventilation and purge system design modifications to enhance plant safety.  He also participated in 
hazard and risk evaluations for radioactive liquid waste storage, transport and processing facilities, and for hydrogen-powered 
bus and mining vehicles.  Dr. Thomas has also managed and participated in projects at Savannah River dealing with the 
behavior of nuclear reactor materials and reactor systems integrity analysis, including: response of reactor core components 
to severe accidents, oxidation and emittance of reactor materials, irradiated steel mechanical properties, and reactor system 
structural integrity.   

• Led a nuclear fuels and materials research group at Texas A&M prior to beginning work in the safety analysis area.  Led projects 
dealing with: fuel element thermal and mechanical analysis, space reactor design, development of a nitride fuels irradiation 
performance data base and associated correlations, validation and verification of fuel performance models and codes, 
space reactor material property correlations, and radioisotopic space power system design. 

Professional Chronology 
Texas A&M University (Research Assistant 1984-86; Research Associate 1986-90); Westinghouse Savannah River Company 
(Senior Engineer 1990-95; Principal Engineer 1995-98); Westinghouse Safety Management Solutions (Principal Engineer 1998-99); 
Baker Engineering and Risk Consultants, Inc. (Senior Consultant 1999-2000; Senior Principal Consultant/Manager 2000-present). 
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J. KELLY THOMAS, Ph.D. 

Vice President/Director of Blast Effects 
Senior Principal Consultant 

Professional Registrations/Certifications 
Certified Fire and Explosion Investigator (CFEI) 

Professional Memberships 
American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE); National Fire Protection Association (NFPA); National Association of Fire 
Investigators (NAFI) 

Committee Memberships 

National Fire Protection Association Explosion Protection Systems Committee, Primary (NFPA 67, NFPA 68, and NFPA 69); 
Hydrogen Safety Panel (American Institute of Chemical Engineers, Center for Hydrogen Safety) 
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From: Jenelle Saskiw <JSaskiw@railcan.ca>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2026 10:47 AM
To: Herman Mah <mahh@dnv.org>
Subject: Additional information

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you trust the sender and content.

Herman here is some additional information I was able to find. I hope these help

Here is my best attempt to answer those questions.

Number of tank cars that are loaded with hazardous material in Canada on an annual basis and compare
that to the number of derailments (i.e. a relative measure of safety)

RAC tracks the number of railcars containing dangerous goods that are transported each year. Over
the past 5 years of data (2020-2024), Canadian railways have transported an average of 550,000
carloads containing dangerous goods each year. Each year, there are approximately 3 accidents with
a product release (averaging a total of 10 cars across the three accidents). This means that less than
0.002% of dangerous goods carloads that are transported by rail release product in an accident (or
that more than 99.998% don’t have a release).

Number of tanks cars loaded in the lower mainland on annual basis (i.e. give a sense of volume that is
safely transported in our community)

RAC does not have data at the geographic level. Statsitics Canada provides publicly available data 
on a province basis (https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/cv.action?pid=2310006201), 
however, a lot of those cars will be going to Prince Rupert, not the lower mainland.

Has the average length of trains changed in the past 10 years (are shorter trains safer?)

Over the past 10 years (2015 to 2024), average train length has increased by about 10%. Average
number of cars increased from 102 to 112 cars, and average  weight increased from about 8,000 to
about 9,000 short tons. RAC does not track accident rates by train length. RAC’s headline safety rate
for the freight sector is based on a tonnage denominator, as opposed to train miles. Per tonne
moved, Canada’s freight accident rate improved by 16.3% over the past decade, while the number of
dangerous goods accidents per dangerous good carload improved by 35.4%.

Relative to US, does Canada have a better safety record? (trying to address if the unfortunate accident that
on Feb 3, 2023 is less likely to occur in Canada because there are stricter safety standards in Canada) If
so, do you have stats to support that position?

The U.S. Federal Railroad Administration’s train accident rate data show that the Canadian railways
(CN and CPKC, combined) average about half as many accidents as the U.S. railways (BNSF, UP,
CSX, and NS, combined).

https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=tsb.gc.ca&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHNiLmdjLmNhL2VuZy9zdGF0cy9yYWlsL2luZGV4Lmh0bWw=&i=NjUzMTc5ZGZkNDQ5ZTc3MjE0MGJiZTZj&t=NGt3NnBnNXovdHNqa2QxSStPTmsxV1Z6dzhCaTczMGxWS09FZCtaZGg3az0=&h=0ee267bb6a5a44db867db1ddbf398913&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbMIwoDd56HhO-fMixuz_jupEHODSgCA1bzhVkA6gX7Lw
mailto:JSaskiw@railcan.ca
mailto:mahh@dnv.org


Jenelle Saskiw
Project Manager, Proximity Initiative | Directrice de project, Initiative de voisinage

+1 (780)214-0757 railcan.ca

RAC analysis of data from https://www.tsb.gc.ca/eng/stats/rail/index.html

https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=railcan.ca&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yYWlsY2FuLmNhLw==&i=NjUzMTc5ZGZkNDQ5ZTc3MjE0MGJiZTZj&t=WGlWcENuMUU5eGVuTGl4Z0hFUHd2MW1MajNVQ1ZPelpCdlBIeVNjN3dxRT0=&h=44c86cbefe44442b891a1bb68d3a7b6e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbMIwoDd56HhO-fMixuz_jupEHODSgCA1bzhVkA6gX7Lw
https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=twitter.com&u=aHR0cDovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL3JhaWxjYW5hZGE_bGFuZz1lbg==&i=NjUzMTc5ZGZkNDQ5ZTc3MjE0MGJiZTZj&t=UTZibXF1MzZzNEpZaUwzRWF0endlWnNRTVRxQ013dURtTnZxYUt3YVQ3Zz0=&h=44c86cbefe44442b891a1bb68d3a7b6e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbMIwoDd56HhO-fMixuz_jupEHODSgCA1bzhVkA6gX7Lw
https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=facebook.com&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vUmFpbENhbmFkYS8_X190bl9fPSUyQ2QlMkNQLVImZWlkPUFSRDM1cHc0NmNJMmllNENiNWZUYXIyNEQxVnZBR3FpT2daQ013ZWVHeFlhLTgzNFN4V1ZxanlMTngzTVlob3BmVzBhZ3J4am5NMDFXVGJq&i=NjUzMTc5ZGZkNDQ5ZTc3MjE0MGJiZTZj&t=emFuQWtJazljaVFwaDFXVGVOL0dnWm5FaFFwZkZoRjV5bU5HVWprSGRlZz0=&h=44c86cbefe44442b891a1bb68d3a7b6e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbMIwoDd56HhO-fMixuz_jupEHODSgCA1bzhVkA6gX7Lw
https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=linkedin.com&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5saW5rZWRpbi5jb20vY29tcGFueS9yYWlsd2F5LWFzc29jaWF0aW9uLW9mLWNhbmFkYS8=&i=NjUzMTc5ZGZkNDQ5ZTc3MjE0MGJiZTZj&t=bTNzQ244RkpjaS9WcmN1ZXU3aklXK2lnNDBDR0VUK1BUQTl0Uy81U2l6OD0=&h=44c86cbefe44442b891a1bb68d3a7b6e&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbMIwoDd56HhO-fMixuz_jupEHODSgCA1bzhVkA6gX7Lw
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Source: Railway Association of Canada analysis based on data from the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and CN, CP, and CPKC
annual reports.

Note: U.S. Average is a simple average of BNSF, CSX, NS, and UP. CDN Average (U.S. Operations) uses FRA-reported data for CN and
CPKC. CDN Average (Network-wide Operations) includes data for CN and CP (2013-2022) and CPKC (2023-2025).




Our members take rail safety seriously — in fact it's their number one priority.

Canadian railways are among the safest in the world — something we are extremely
proud of. Our members follow strict guidelines to ensure that Canadians who work in rail
or who live near rail are always protected. These steps include training first responders
on dangerous good transportation, investing in infrastructure, operating the newest
safety technology and so much more.

« Over the past 10 years, the freight rail sector's

Mo

accident rate improved by 16.3%, and the
dangerous goods accident rate improved by
35.4% - a testament to our members'
commitment to safety.

In the past decade, Canada’s railways have
invested $35.5 billion into their networks
to improve safety, resiliency, and network
fluidity. A strong infrastructure means

a strong safety culture.

Operation Lifesaver Canada is on a mission
1o get to zero: zero rail-related incidents,
zero injuries and zero deaths. Since our
founding in 1981, incidents are down
roughly 80 per cent. But there is still more
work to be done. The key: public education.
Because we all have a role to play to get to
zero. Every year, OL Canada outreaches to
tens of thousands of people at events from
coast to coast in a bid to save lives.

Since 1999, RAC's Dangerous Goods

Team has played a leadership role in the
TRANSCAER® program by hosting, planning,
and actively participating in events
nationwide. RAC partners with communities
across Canada to deliver training to first
responders and other personnel focused on
the safe transportation of dangerous goods.

Did you know? RAC has a dedicated team
of experts in charge of car-loading rules
who inspect carloads in railway yards and
customer facilities throughout the year.
They also conduct training classes for
shippers and railway personnel to ensure
safe loading rules and regulations are
properly understood and followed.

2014 saw the launch of the AskRail”
mobile app. This free app provides nearly
tens of thousands of first responders with
access to accurate, timely data about
what type of hazardous materials a railcar
is carrying so they can make an informed
decision about how to respond to a rail
emergency.

Each year, millions of passengers travel
safely on Canada'’s railways, thanks to
strict regulations and the continuous hard
work from our members.

Did you know that rail is the most
#sustainable way to move goods from
coast to coast to coast in Canada? That's
right — with such a vast country, rail is not
only green, but also the safest way to
move goods such as grain, medicine and
even hazardous goods such as gasoline
or essential chemicals.

Over 99.99 per cent of dangerous goods
carloads moved by train reach their
destination without a release caused by
an accident.











 

9469 Rossdale Road NW,  
Edmonton, AB 
T5K 0A5 Canada 

 
 
June 16, 2026 
 
His Worship Mayor Mike Little 
District of North Vancouver 
355 West Queens Road 
North Vancouver, BC V7N 4N5 
mayor@dnv.org , input@dnv.org  
 

Dear Mayor Little and Council,  

We are writing today on behalf of EPCOR, a utility company headquartered in Edmonton, 
Alberta, to express our concerns regarding the future of domestic caustic soda supply in 
Western Canada which is critical for treating drinking water to ensure that it is safe for 
consumption.  

EPCOR uses caustic soda to treat the drinking water that we supply to almost one third of all 
Albertans in more than 93 communities in the greater Edmonton area. We were notified that the 
supply may be negatively impacted due a vote by the District of North Vancouver council to 
reject Chemtrade’s rezoning application. This calls into question the future of the facility, risking 
access to caustic soda.  

EPCOR has historically sourced its caustic soda from Chemtrade, the only significant domestic 
producer in Western Canada. Maintaining and strengthening domestic production capacity is 
essential to ensuring the resilience of Canada’s water treatment supply chain. Losing 
Chemtrade’s facility would reduce regional self-sufficiency and increase reliance on foreign 
suppliers for materials that are fundamental to public health. 

A reduction in domestic supply would also create supply-and-demand pressures that could lead 
to increased costs. These higher costs would ultimately result in higher rates for customers at a 
time when affordability remains top-of-mind for Canadians. Increasing Canada’s dependence on 
offshore suppliers for critical materials is not a prudent long-term strategy. Protecting domestic 
production is vital to strengthening the resiliency of our supply chains. 

We are writing to express support for Chemtrade and to respectfully ask the District of 
North Vancouver to support Chemtrade’s continued operations.  

Frank Mannarino  

 

 

Senior Vice President EPCOR Water Services 

 

Cc: Alan Robinson, Group Vice-President, Commercial, Chemtrade  

EPCOR Letter of Support for Chemtrade->Epcor Letter Of Support For Chemtrade.pdf











 
Kind Regards,
-Kelsey
 
Kelsey Hong, CPHR Candidate
A/Executive Operations Manager | Assistant Deputy Minister’s Office‐Investment Division
Ministry of Jobs and Economic Growth
T: (778) 405‐6488 | E: kelsey.hong@gov.bc.ca
1810 Blanshard Street, Victoria  BC   V8T 4J1

 
Respectfully acknowledging that I work on the traditional territories of the Lekwungun‐speaking people.
 



 

 
 
Ministry of Jobs and  
Economic Growth 
 

 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
Investment Division 

 

 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9854 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria BC  V8W 9T5 
 

 
Location: 
8th Floor, 1810 Blanshard Street 
Victoria, BC 
 
www.gov.bc.ca  

 
 
 

 
Ref:171467  

 
 
June 10, 2026 
 
Mayor and Council 
District of North Vancouver (DNV) 
Email: council@dnv.ca 
 
Chemtrade Rezoning Application – Transport Canada Information on the Transportation 
of Dangerous Goods, Including Chlorine 
 
Dear Mayor and Council: 
 
As Council prepares for the June 16 public hearing on Chemtrade’s rezoning application, I am 
providing correspondence from Transport Canada, shared with the Province in relation to this 
matter, regarding the federal role in regulating the transportation of dangerous goods, including 
chlorine.  
 
The attached letter outlines the federal regulatory framework governing the transportation of 
chlorine under the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act and associated regulations. This 
includes requirements related to containment, handling, and emergency preparedness, as well as 
Transport Canada’s role in inspection, compliance monitoring, and enforcement to ensure these 
requirements are met.  
 
Please find Transport Canada’s correspondence attached. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Paul Pawlowski  
Assistant Deputy Minister 
 

FW: Ministry of Jobs and Economic Growth- Investment Division | 171467 JEG DNV Rail Safety->171467 ADM_Pawlowski_Letter_JEG DNV Rail Safety.pdf



  

 

Transport Canada, Surface, Western and Yukon Region 
2010 – 7445 132 Street 
Surrey, BC V3W 1J8 

June 10, 2026 

Ministry of Jobs and Economic Growth (JEG) 
Government of British Columbia 
Suite 730 – 999 Canada Place 
Vancouver, BC V6C 3E1 

Attention: Richard Sawchuk, Executive Project Director – Major Investments Office (MIO)  

Dear Richard, 

Re: Regulatory regime and oversight for dangerous goods transport by rail 

Thank you for your correspondence of May 7, 2026, regarding Transport Canada’s 
regulatory oversight role in the transportation of dangerous goods by rail, specifically for 
liquid chlorine. On behalf of Transport Canada Surface branch, I am pleased to provide you 
with the following information and resources.  

Transport Canada’s priority is to provide Canadians with a safe, secure, and efficient 
transportation system, and we are committed to protecting the safety and security 
of Canadians living and working along rail lines. 

Goods classified as dangerous are part of everyday life, from health care and manufacturing 
to home comfort. The Common Carrier Obligation in the Canada Transportation Act, says 
that railways must transport these dangerous goods. With 46,000 kilometres of track across 
the country, the rail transport industry is an important part of how these products reach 
communities throughout Canada.  

The department is responsible for the oversight of railway safety and regulating the 
transportation of dangerous goods by all modes under the Railway Safety Act (RSA) and 
the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act, 1992 (TDG Act). Both Acts were designed to 
promote public safety, and protection of property and the environment in railway 
operations and during the transportation of dangerous goods.  

Transport Canada monitors the transportation of dangerous goods and rail safety from 
manufacturer location to the point of delivery through a comprehensive oversight, 
monitoring, and inspection program. All along the journey, the individuals handling 

FW: Ministry of Jobs and Economic Growth- Investment Division | 171467 JEG DNV Rail Safety->2026-06-10 - Response to Province of BC (MIO) on Transport of
Chlorine.pdf
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the Emergency Response Assistance Plan, and the You Are Not Alone guide for first 
responders, as well as industry-led resources such as AskRail and TRANSCAER.  

• Protective Direction 36 requires railway operators to share appropriate 
dangerous goods information with municipalities and first responders about 
dangerous goods traversing through their communities via rail to improve 
emergency planning, risk assessments, and planning for First Responders in the 
event of an incident. 

• CANUTEC is the Canadian Transport Emergency Centre, which provides 24/7 
bilingual scientific and technical advice to first responders dealing with dangerous 
goods incidents, and can be reached immediately during an emergency.  

• An emergency response assistance plan (ERAP) describes what to do in the event of 
a release or anticipated release of certain higher-risk dangerous goods while they 
are in transport. 

• You’re Not Alone guide helps communities prepare for potential rail incidents 
involving the transportation of dangerous goods such as crude oil, diesel fuel or 
gasoline (flammable liquids).  

• AskRail is a safety tool that gives emergency responders immediate access to 
accurate and timely data about railcar contents so they can make informed decisions 
in the event of a rail emergency. 

• Transportation Community Awareness and Emergency Response, or TRANSCAER, is 
a national outreach effort to help communities prepare for and respond to 
hazardous material transportation incidents. They offer free training courses led by 
industry experts who volunteer their time and come from a variety of industry 
sectors, including chemical manufacturing, transportation, distribution, emergency 
response, and government. 

Together, these resources help local first responders ensure they have the appropriate 
tools and training to respond to the different products moving through their community. 

It may also be helpful to bring to your attention the Rules Respecting Key Train and Key 
Routes. Of note, the Rules state that within Census Metropolitan Areas (i.e. at least 
50,000 persons), Key Trains are not permitted to exceed a maximum operating speed of 35 
miles per hour.   

Lastly, to learn more about how dangerous goods move safely across Canada’s rail network, 
you may also wish to view Transport Canada’s educational video, Journey by Rail, available 
in both English and French.  

Should you have further questions, you are welcome to contact me directly at 
Michael.McNeely@tc.gc.ca. If the District of North Vancouver has an interest in learning 
more about Transport Canada’s role in rail safety and the transportation of dangerous 
goods, please do not hesitate to pass my name and contact information along.  
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Thank you again for writing to Transport Canada.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mike McNeely 
Regional Director, Surface, Western and Yukon Region 
Transport Canada 
 
 
 
 
Cc : Richard Sawchuk, British Columbia Ministry of Jobs and Economic Growth 





Thank you Mayor Little & Council for the opportunity to speak today. 

My name is Kris Petterson. I am the Operations Manager at the Chemtrade North 
Vancouver Chlor-Alkali Facility, and a Professional Engineer registered with Engineers and 
Geoscientists BC (EGBC). I have professional responsibility for safe, reliable operation at 
the facility at 100 Amherst.  

I came to North Vancouver six years ago because I saw an opportunity to apply my 
engineering education and industrial experience in a community that offers 
an exceptional quality of life. My family and I love what the North Shore has to offer. We 
enjoy Kayaking in Deep Cove, rock climbing at Lynn, skiing at Seymore, and biking at 
Fromme. We hope to make the North Shore our long-term home.  

I have grown up around heavy industry; I’ve designed/executed engineering projects in 
Canada’s largest processing plants, and it is interesting & rewarding work. Like others at 
the plant, I count myself lucky to have this work in such an ideal part of Canada. 

Tonight I am speaking on behalf of the employees at the facility who support the proposed 
rezoning and safety improvements. I stand here together with the unionized workers as 
well, represented by my colleague Chris Poskitt. 

There are approximately 120 full-time employees at our site and many long-term seconded 
engineers & contactors. Many live in North Vancouver and the surrounding communities. 
They coach local sports teams, volunteer, raise families, shop locally, and contribute to the 
community in countless ways. 

The people who work at the facility care deeply about safety because they are the first 
people affected by it. We work there every day. We have a direct personal interest in 
ensuring that risks are mitigated wherever possible. 

That is why these proposed improvements are important to us. I am personally grateful to 
be involved in the efforts to keep the plant safe not only on a day-to-day level, but also with 
the privilege to speak at this hearing, requesting such an improvement to the community. 

The proposal before Council is fundamentally a safety project; it is an investment intended 
to reduce risk, improve resilience, and strengthen the long-term future of the facility. 

Thank you. 

 

Public Hearing June 16 2026 Kris Petterson->Kris Petterson - Public Hearing Bylaw8778 June 16 2026.pdf















































































































































































































































From:                                         Justin MacDonald <JMacdonald@bcwwa.org>
Sent:                                           June 16, 2026 7:11 PM
To:                                               DNV Input
Cc:                                               Lee Coonfer; Alex Beyer; Sarah Pratt
Subject:                                     BCWWA ‐ ChemTrade Public Hearing
Attachments:                          BCWWA_ChemTradePublicHearing.pdf
 

EXTERNAL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you trust the sender and content.

Hi District of North Vancouver,
 
Lee Coonfer, CEO of the BCWWA spoke this evening at the ChemTrade public hearing regarding the Rezoning
Bylaw 8778. To supplement the perspective of the BCWWA we've attached our strategic plan. 
 
Please let me know if you require further assistance or have additional questions.
 
Cheers,
 
Justin
MacDonald he/him  Communication
Coordinator BC Water & Waste Association (BCWWA)  215‐4259 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC, V5G 1H1  P: +1

778‐357‐3620  jmacdonald@BCWWA.org | www.bcwwa.org  Connect
with us! LinkedIn | X |Threads | Instagram 
The BC Water & Waste Association (BCWWA) is committed to
taking actions in reconciliation and acknowledge and thank the Hul’q’umi’num’ /
Halq’eméylem / hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓ peoples on whose territory we operate our main
office. We further recognize with gratitude that we work, educate and engage on
the lands of Indigenous Nations throughout BC and Yukon. We honour our ongoing
relationship with Indigenous Peoples and Nations and commit to continue working
together. 

mailto:jmacdonald@BCWWA.org
https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com?d=bcwwa.org&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iY3d3YS5vcmcv&i=Njk4M2U3ZWVmYTExYjEzMzU2ZTI4YjU3&t=LzJMRzZjdXgreDY3UGpDSGRQVVdhNXJyU0lIWHdwTlRPY2lDR0JsRFJadz0=&h=41b08a7cf1524da7b3306edc33667723&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaRJ4T1l4S7o0fOtsRySBDh1yyYLVi2i9SvTeCmScA7Yw
https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com?d=linkedin.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvMjY0NjI3Mw==&i=Njk4M2U3ZWVmYTExYjEzMzU2ZTI4YjU3&t=c2xuTGJsNjJwRnRxN3FEdUVTd016cnlsR3krS29QSE96RHNCcGRVSmhZST0=&h=41b08a7cf1524da7b3306edc33667723&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaRJ4T1l4S7o0fOtsRySBDh1yyYLVi2i9SvTeCmScA7Yw
https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com?d=twitter.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9CQ1dXQQ==&i=Njk4M2U3ZWVmYTExYjEzMzU2ZTI4YjU3&t=aUsvWFA1NkF1SFF1UTkycUcrSTY1RHd2OTZWMHQ4MmZZcUJlWE9xblN6Zz0=&h=41b08a7cf1524da7b3306edc33667723&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaRJ4T1l4S7o0fOtsRySBDh1yyYLVi2i9SvTeCmScA7Yw
https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com?d=threads.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGhyZWFkcy5uZXQvQGJjd3dhX29yZw==&i=Njk4M2U3ZWVmYTExYjEzMzU2ZTI4YjU3&t=VHdMUEhEKzduU0svaytEVjkraldoL2tYMjV5Qmh6aWxhUkRvdFQ2S0VlOD0=&h=41b08a7cf1524da7b3306edc33667723&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaRJ4T1l4S7o0fOtsRySBDh1yyYLVi2i9SvTeCmScA7Yw
https://ca-central-1.protection.sophos.com?d=instagram.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9iY3d3YV9vcmcv&i=Njk4M2U3ZWVmYTExYjEzMzU2ZTI4YjU3&t=czBVVytsaU1KQ2pFWHFlY1luWnNadlFPbHlwclJWYlVwaHFvSzR5STllWT0=&h=41b08a7cf1524da7b3306edc33667723&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVaRJ4T1l4S7o0fOtsRySBDh1yyYLVi2i9SvTeCmScA7Yw


Connecting and Empowering the 
One Water Sector in BC and the Yukon.

BCWWA - ChemTrade Public Hearing->BCWWA_ChemTradePublicHearing.pdf



The BC Water & Waste Association
is a not-for-profit organization that represents over 
4,700 water professionals in British Columbia and 
the Yukon. Our members work tirelessly to ensure our 
water systems remain clean, safe and resilient for 
generations to come.

What Is 
the 
BCWWA?

Since 1978,
the BCWWA has provided training, certification and 
professional development to support members in their 
careers. We advocate on behalf of this critical sector.

4,700 +
Active Members

Water and Wastewater 
Practitioners and Professionals

Engineers and Consultants in 
Water, Wastewater, Stormwater 
and Infrastructure Planning

Backflow Assembly Testers and 
Cross Connection Control (CCC) 
Specialists

Local, Provincial, Territorial 
and Federal Government Staff



2025 - 2027 
Strategic Plan

The BCWWA is the credible resource for workforce 
education and training solutions in the One Water 
sector.

Education

Priority 
1

The BCWWA is a primary convenor and point of 
connection in the One Water sector.Networking

Priority 
2

The BCWWA is a voice of record and champion of 
the One Water sector in BC and the Yukon.

Priority 
3

The BCWWA has the leadership, talent, resources, 
insights and change strategies essential to 
successfully meet the challenges it now faces.

Priority 
4

Advocacy

Organizational 
Sustainability One Water Wheel



What We Do

Education & CCC Certification
• BCWWA is a trusted source for Continuing 

Education Unit (CEU) - eligible courses, 
training and professional development in 
the water sector.

• We are the recognized administrative body 
for the Province’s cross connection control 
certification body, as confirmed by the 
Provincial Health Officer.

Networking
• Hosts BC’s premier One Water conference and 

trade show, attracting over 1,200 delegates who 
work in Canada’s water sector.

• Offer a robust program of conferences and 
workshops geared towards key industry topics.

Advocacy
• Water professionals use the BCWWA to access 

best practices and data, make informed 
decisions and educate their networks.

• Elected officials and policymakers look to 
BCWWA as the logical conduit to the One Water 
sector.

Organizational Sustainability
• BCWWA is a recognized voice for the One Water 

sector in BC and the Yukon, engaging members 
within technical and advisory roles.

• BCWWA actively recognizes excellence and 
innovation in the sector, while fostering an 
accessible, inclusive and diverse environment for all.



Where We Engage

Supporting Water
Governance & Policy

• Active participation in provincial and municipal 
roundtables and internal working groups.

• Support technical advisory committees with 
systematic and timely feedback to regulators.

Engaging Elected Officials 
& Decision-makers

• Connect elected officials and key decision-makers to key 
member conferences and events.

• Host regular MLA days at the BC Legislature in Victoria.

• Extend invitations to elected officials to serve as judges 
and keynote speakers at annually held tap water taste 
tests and operator competitions.

• Work with a dedicated Reconciliation Task Force to 
advance meaningful and actionable steps toward 
reconciliation in the water sector.

• Collaborate with Indigenous leaders and communities 
throughout our event planning process to ensure 
respectful and reflective programming and 
engagement on traditional lands.

A Voice for the One Water Sector
• Continuous investment in impactful communication and 

marketing materials to help water professionals make 
informed decisions.

• Share updates and stories about our water sector 
through traditional, digital and social media channels.

Reconciliation in the Water Sector



Contact Us Who’s Here
contact@bcwwa.org

bcwwa.org

604-433-4389

215-4259 Canada Way
Burnaby, BC, V5G 1H1

Alex Beyer
Manager of Operations 
778-357-3660
abeyer@bcwwa.org

Lee Coonfer
CEO
604-354-6210
lcoonfer@bcwwa.org

Justin MacDonald
Communication 
Coordinator
778-357-3620
jmacdonald@bcwwa.org

mailto:JMacdonald@bcwwa.org
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